Prison Performing Arts (PPA) is dedicated

to enriching the lives of adults and youth in
the Missouri criminal and juvenile justice
systems. We foster individual and social
change by providing current and former
inmates opportunities to participate in the
performing arts as artists, students and
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Missouri’s Poet Laureate Collaborates with PPA

alter Bargen, the first Poet Laureate of the
State of Missouri, accepted an invitation
from Prison Performing Arts to work with
our students at the adult prisons at Bowling
Green and Vandalia. During his December
visit, Mr. Bargen provided students with exercises
and ideas to prompt their writing. He also read from
his work, which most often is set in nature. Bargen
writes frequently about water using the form of the
ocean or a downpour, or he reflects on the way that
water shapes our lives. The women in the Spoken
Word Poetry class at Vandalia had studied Bargen’s
work and written poetry in response to it. At the end
of the day, he left us with this tantalizing reminder,
“A poem is never finished, it's just abandoned.”

WALTER BARGEN

A New 'T'heatre Recipe

ake 17 unemployed men
and women with difficult
personal histories; add a
producer, director and
stage manager; mix in
four not-for-profit institu-
tions, and stir gently.
What do you get?
Staging Old Masters:
Former Prisoners
Perform at the Fulitzer.
The Pulitzer Foundation for the
Arts, Employment Connection, and
Washington University’s Performing Arts
Department and George Warren Brown
School of Social Work joined Prison
Performing Arts in the new collabora-
tion, which coupled six weeks of
classes in acting, art appreciation,
employment skills, self-expression, and
communication, with six weekends of
performances. The performers were for-
mer prisoners and homeless veterans
who were working with Employment
Connection to find jobs. All activities of
the project, especially the theatre train-
ing, focused on helping participants
develop skills necessary to find and
keep those jobs.

Twenty-eight performances
were seen by more than 850 people,
and the production has been filmed
for those who were not able to attend.
Performance scripts were based on the
participants’ responses to the Pulitzer
exhibit of Old Masters, paintings from
the 14th to the 18th centuries. PPA
director Agnes Wilcox and Maggie
Ginestra, a graduate student in English
at Washington University, created
eight scenes using remarks made by
the workshop students as they first
approached the artworks, as they devel-
oped their observation skills, and after
lectures about the paintings by Pulitzer
curators. Two scenes were not based on
the actors’ words — one was borrowed
from Shakespeare’s As You Like It and
another was a dance choreographed by
Cecil Slaughter set to verses from the
Gospel of Luke. Actors spent time at the
library doing research on their favorite
paintings and shared their observations
with each other. In addition to “A Rap
for St. Sebastian,” the scenes included
a soap opera, a painting come to life,
an interview, and a wildly colorful
illustration of The Seven Deadly Sins.

A AcTOR ROBERT CRUZ IMPROVISES

IN CLASS, USING HIS BODY TO DESCRIBE

DESPAIR.

< AcTOR DARYL KIMBROUGH SPEAKS AS
PAINTER NICHOLAS REGNIER AS RONALD
GORE PLAYS REGNIER’S PATRON IN A
SCENE BASED ON ANALYSIS OF THE

PAINTING BY WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS.
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Hip Hop

or the sixth year in a row, the annual Hip Hop Poetry Project

I WEAR THE MASK

by Shaquille
| wear a mask to let you see and think that I'm fine.
| say no words, but you should know that I'm lying.

No tears on my face but inside I'm crying.

turned St. Louis City Juvenile Detention Center into a place of
celebration. Responding to the theme “Who | Really Am,” the PPA

students who participated in the weeklong, March workshop were

able to show members of the St. Louis community their true faces

through original poetry, dance, and design. Students’ poetry was mixed
with hip-hop beats by a professional DJ and recorded onto a CD.
(Each student receives a copy of the CD.) The live performance on
Saturday night created a spirited evening that ended with the entire
audience on its feet. Many of this year’s most moving poems were

inspired by Paul Laurence Dunbar’s

“We Wear the Mask.” — '

[.eague of
Women Voters
Elects PPA’s
Alumni Theatre
Company

| wear a mask to hide my thoughts and clear your mind.

MY MASK

by Tamell

The mask | wear is that sometimes

| lie about my hooping skills and

| act like I'm happy but I'm really not.
I'm ready to go home.

I'm a superstar on my court in my head.

My mask is silent but deadly like a black widow.

n March, PPA's Alumni Theatre
Company performed at the annual
Theater Party of League of Women
Voters of Missouri. One of the
biggest social events on the
League’s calendar, the party was held in
the Centene Center’s ballroom and drew
guests from throughout the state. Alumni
Theatre Company members performed
scenes from Julius Caesar and Twelfth
Night, joined by new company member
Dontez Windrom, who read poems he’d

THE MASK oF ME

by Bruce

| hide feelings sometimes in a day
We hide feelings in a different way
Anger and fear does not affect me
| wear my mask predictably

You can tell when you see

That | am the mask of me
Sometimes it might be stress, pain
Sometimes it’s 'cause I've gone insane
Made a choice that's probably bad
Now | know my mother’s sad

You can tell when you see

That | am the mask of me

m This Summer, a story on the 2009 Hip Hop Poetry project will be
featured on HEC-TV's “State of the Arts.” We'll keep you posted.

written about his family and a special
tribute he’'d written to celebrate women
voters. The Alumni Company’s newest
member, Dawn Shaw, joined veteran
members Derrick Hutchison and Tim
Norman for a scene from A Midsummer
Night's Dream. League member Sue
Dellbringge also joined the cast playing
the role of Snug the Joiner. League mem-
bers voted for more, saying, “This is the
best Theater Party ever. Let’s do it again
next year!”

Shakespeare -
the Lover,
the Lunatic
and the Pocet

he comediennes of the Vandalia

Women'’s Theatre performed four

times for public audiences last

semester. A violent snowstorm cut

attendance at the two scheduled
January performances, so the prison
kindly allowed the actors to return to the
stage in February. This was a gift to audi-
ence members who had been snowed
out, and a rare opportunity for the actors
to polish their performances. Acts | and
Il of Twelfth Night ended with a spirited
debate between Viola and Malvolio, leav-
ing audience members laughing and
looking forward to more in July.

The men at Northeast Correctional
Center (NECC) at Bowling Green, who
created their own play, Doing Time, last
June, returned to Shakespeare this year.
In February, they tackled Acts | and Il of
The Tempest, with three actors sharing
the role of Prospero and one six-foot,
200-pound actor playing the petite spirit
Ariel. Rachel Tibbetts, Prison Performing
Arts’ Education Coordinator, again joined
the NECC actors, playing Miranda.

The storm that opens the play and the
magic of Prospero and Ariel delighted
audiences.
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"The Curlee Challenge

llen and Durb Curlee have renewed

their challenge to donors of Prison

Performing Arts, offering to match
dollar-for-dollar new or increased gifts
of $100 or more. “| invite you to join us
in making a greater investment in this
amazing work,” Durb exhorts.

p> THIs APRIL, THE

BIRTHDAY BASH FOR THE

BARD AT DUFF’S RESTAURANT

IN THE CENTRAL WEST END
INCLUDED AN ACTING COMPE-
TITION, SHAKESPEARE IDOL.
HERE, ELIZABETH HERRING
COMPETES WITH HELP FROM
ALUMNI THEATRE COMPANY

MEMBER DAWN SHAW.

> BEN SENTURIA, PLAYING
BEATRICE, THE HEROINE OF
MucH ADo ABOUT NOTHING,
COMPETES WITH THE HELP OF
ALUMNI THEATRE COMPANY

MEMBER TIM NORMAN.

<d DON AND ANN
KORNBLET CONSIDER
THEIR VOTES BEFORE
MAKING THE DIFFICULT
DECISION. THE WINNER
OF SHAKESPEARE IDOL
WAS KIANA WILDER, WHO
PERFORMED THISBE FROM
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S

DREAM.
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New Board Members

David Weaver has been an
attorney with Edward Jones
for the last 13 years, working
with business owner retire-
ment plans. A native of
Salem, Missouri, he holds an
A.B. in Biology and a doctor-
ate in Law from the University
of Missouri, Columbia. David
is among the founding members of

the St. Louis Friends Chapter of The
National Children’s Cancer Society and
is a past president of the organization.

Michele Mallette Sherman,
a native of Chicago, lives in
the Compton Heights neigh-
borhood with her husband of
25 years, Jim; her daughter
Claire lives in Chicago.
Michelle majored in theatre

in college and her passion for
it has never waned. She’s “a
total Political Junkie” and has worked on
numerous political campaigns. Her work
on the Obama campaign culminated in
attending the inauguration last January.

Ashleigh Henry received
her BFA in Photography from
NYU, and became a photo
editor first for ABC News.com
in New York and then AOL
News in Virginia. She moved
to St. Louis with her husband
Ben Wauer, an officer in the
Air Force stationed at Scott
AFB, and is currently pursuing her MFA
in Arts Management and Leadership at
Webster University.

Board of Directors
Robert Henke Michele Mallette

Ashleigh Henry Sherman

Elizabeth Herring Dorothy Powell

Shellie Hexter, William Roth
Board President Patti Teper

Jan Huneke David Weaver

Richard Klein Daniel C. White

| Daniel Kohl Bronwen Zwirner
Gerald Kowarsky Agnes Wilcox,
Ex-Officio
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Ediso

he Edison Theatre, a longtime
friend of Prison Performing Arts,
continues to provide a significant
contribution to our students at
St. Louis City Juvenile Detention
Center. Known for presenting great
seasons of theater, dance, and music,
the Edison regularly includes the deten-
tion center in its community outreach
activities. Most recently, the Edison

brought the Los Angeles

Diavolo to Detention. Our students got
firsthand experience by participating

nl

dance company

ve in Augyst _
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with the performers in a movement
workshop. Diavolo also worked with our
adult actors in Staging Old Masters at
the Pulitzer. In addition, those actors
worked with the Kenyan dance company
Haba-Na-Haba and attended their per-
formance at the Edison. Bravo to Edison
Theatre Executive Director Charlie Robin
and his staff for understanding the needs
of the people we serve and recognizing
that PPA’s actors, in turn, can inspire
professional artists.

DIAVOLO, THE
EXTREMELY ATHLETIC
DANCE COMPANY
THAT VISITED TWO
GROUPS OF PPA
ACTORS, SHOW THEIR

AGILITY ONSTAGE.

PPA Proudly Recognizes Our Supporters

Foundations and
Corporations

Arts and Education Council
AT&T

Cardinals Care

Deaconess Foundation

Katharine Weston Dexter
Charitable Trust

ETC

Fox Performing Arts Charitable
Foundation

Bella S. and Benjamin H.
Garb Foundation

Gavel Ascent Club-Northeast
Correctional Center

Incarnate Word Foundation
Intoximeters

Kalliopeia Foundation
Maritz

Missouri Arts Council
Monsanto Fund

NAACP - Northeast Correctional
Center Chapter

Puffin Foundation
Regional Arts Commission
Schnucks

Sisters of Providence

St. Louis Philanthropic Inc.
Whole Foods Markets
Women of the Well

Individuals

Charles Abele & Ellie Marietta
Mary Ellen Anderson

Debbie & Jim Armbruster
Dorothy Armbruster

Anne & Jack Bader

Sam Bagenstos &
Margo Schlanger

Bob & Nancy Baglan
Sue & Bob Barley

Ms. Harriet Baron
Monica Barron

John & Laurie Barron
Carole & David Bartnett
Anne Desloge Bates

Richard Baugh &
Elizabeth George

Terry & Roger Beachy

Donna & Derek Beard

Becky Becker & Mark Jarzewiak
Mrs. Darrell M. Berg

Henry & Mary B. Berger
Barbara Bianco

Drs. Alice Bloch & Frank K. Flinn
Holly Blumner

Eleanor Booth

Sharon K. Bower

Marjorie Brammeier &
Kenneth Cohen

David Braun

Marcie Brodsky

Nancy Forsyth Brossard
Jane Bryan

Gail & Peter Bunce

Todd Bursztyn

Chad Bursztyn

Laurence & Melba Buxbaum
Larry Carp

“Joseph” Clarkson Carpenter
Curtis Cassel & Bob Lehman
Mr. & Mrs. David Charak
Beth Charlebois

Lewis & Pat Chartock

Ellen Chase

Dean & Tracy Christianson
Henry Christie

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Citerman
Ana C. Coelho & Leonard Green
Jennifer Cognard-Black

Laura Cohen &
Mary Ann Kroeck

Mark & Debbie Colombo
Ellen Conant

Don Conway-Long
Isabelle Coovert
Marsha Coplon

Delcia Corlew

Sherry Courtney

Polly Coxe

Gene & Myra Crandall
Bill Crane

Judith Cureton

Durb & Ellen Curlee
Diane & Roger Davenport
Fr. Louis Dorn

Chris Dougher & Rita Navarro
Melanie Drake

Leo & Kay Drey

Robert & Jean Ducker
Cynthia & Bill Durham
Adam Eaker

Ms. Marci Eisen

Joan Elkin

Anonymous

Sara & Fred Epstein
Michael Erickson
Carolyn & Kevin Farrell
Edward & Sarah Fehlig
Beulah Fehr

Allison & John Ferring
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth R. Fiala
Ann Fischer

Jill & Ron Fisher

Bill & Peggy Foege
Jackson Foote

M.R. Forrester

Marilyn Fox

Ann & John Foxen
Roberta Frank

Rev. Mike Freymuth
Linda Fried

Cynthia Fulton

Dr. Ira & Judith Gall
Agnes Garino

Margo Garvin

Rev. Robert J. Gettinger
J. Michael Giger

Anna L. Ginsburg
Michael Glaser

Roger Goldman &
Stephanie Riven

Katherine Goldwasser

Mark & Amy Goodman

Joan Goodson

Gloria Gordon

Edith Graber

Michael & Emily Grady

Myra Grant

Louise Green

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Greene
Lisa Greening & Sam Blumoff
Mr. & Mrs. James Greenwald
William Grivna

John & Ruth Grote

Lucinda Gyurci

Brian Hall

Jane Hammond

Mary Hammond

Frank Hamsher & Peggy Guest
Judith A. Harmon

Barbara Harris

Gerard & Kathryn Hempstead
Robert Henke

Ashleigh Henry

Elizabeth Herring

Shellie & Chris Hexter

Tom Hillman

Eleanor Hoefle

Will Holcomb & Carol Corey
Jan Huneke
Ginny & Harry Imster

Robert Lewis Jackson &
Andrea Jackson

Neil & Wendy Jaffe
Randy & Patricia Johnson
Nancy Kalishman

Barbara Karkabi &
Michael Snyder

John Kautsky

Margaret Ann & Harlow Keeser
R. Crosby Kemper, IlI

Larry King & Jeanne Kirkton
Dorothy & Judy King
Virginia & Richard Klein
Nancy & Robert Klepper
Danny & Seena Kohl
Martha Kohl

Joanne & Alan Kohn

Robert & Martha Kohn

Don & Ann Kornblet

Gerald Kowarsky

Nancy & Ken Kranzberg
Jane & Robert Lander

Jean Lange

JoAnne & Tim Leach
Patricia & Harry Leahey
Naomi & Albert Lebowitz
Terrie Liberman

Pat Lintzenich

Dr. & Mrs. Jay Liss

Linda Locke & Rory Ellinger

Joe Loewenstein &
Lynne Tatlock

Yvonne & Joseph Logan
Pamela Lokken & Andrew Sobel
Joseph & Carolyn Losos
Adrienne Lowe

Mr. & Mrs. Charles A.
Lowenhaupt

Cecile Lowenhaupt
Catherine Luh, MD

Reta & Bill Madsen

Lyn Magee

Barbara Mahon

Megan Makarewicz
Michele Mallette Sherman
Stuart & Paula Mandel
Mark Mangogna

Marvin & Ginger Marcus
Bill & Rosie Martin
Audrey & Scott Mathews
Betty Maupin

Jerry McAdams

Dolores McCarrier
Andrea & John McCarrier
Mary McElwain

Mary Ann McGivern
Peter McMillan

Tom Mendelson

Barbara Mennell

Paula & Ronald Meyer
Vivian R. Meyer

Lois Miller

Tom & Cindy Mitchell

Robert F. Molitor &
Orlando Tapia

Mark Maloney

Helen & Robert Mustell
Mary Neal

Margaret Neill

Colby Nelson &
Christine Wooley

Genevieve Nichols
Jane Nichols

Linda Nicholson
Marvin & Linda Nodiff
Eric Nuetzel

Candace O'Connor &
Bob Wiltenberg

Judge Steven R. Ohmer
Carol Oliver

Jack Olsen & Kaylee Beal
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew J. Orland
Elisabeth & Lewis Perry
Tom Peters & Terry Crow
Ted & Kathy Petersen
Margaret Phillips

Dr. & Mrs. Terrance Piper
Julie Plax

Barbara Poger

Tove Post-Roberts

Debi Pratt

Emily Rauh Pulitzer

Brian Abel Ragen

Mark Rank

Antonella Rastelli Corbetta
Marilyn & Gary Ratkin

Gerry Rauch & Richard
Kacenski

Judith Rawdon

Ann Rehme & Joel Achtenberg
Linda Riekes & Robert Koff
William Rintz

Richard & Nan Rochberg
Kenneth & Beverly Ronald
Rabbi Neal Rose

Warren Rosenblum &
Nicole Blumner

Hannah Rae Roth

William Roth

Katherine Rubino

Wendy Saul & Alan Newman
Joan & Jim Schiele

Sr. Barbara Schlatter
Suzanne & Paul Schoomer
Bob & Mary Jane Schutzius

Debra M. Schwartz &
Howard Brick

Ruth & Gene Schwartz

Peter & Linda Schwarz
Richard & Rosemary Schweer
Meg Sempreora & John Wilder
Ben Senturia

Millie & Julius Ser

Sarah & Rabbi Hyim Shafner
Dan Shea & Kathleen William
Georgia Shearer

Shirley B. Sher

Moisy & Bonnie Shopper
Doris Simpson

B. Singer-Demerath

Dr. Raymond Slavin

Dom & Marcy Soda

Charles S. & Jane H. Sommer
Dr. Jamie Spencer

Linda Stark

Bernard & Sally Stein

Carrie & Joseph Steinbach
Clara Steinlage

Mary Strauss

Priya Sudarsanam &
Barak Cohen

Donald Suggs

Meg Millen Swanson
Judy Swehla

Janey Symington
Ann L Talbert

Morris & Eileen Tamsky
Merideth Taylor
Susan Tebb

Patti Teper

Sonda Thompson
Judy & Paul Tibbetts
Jamie Tomek

Rachel Tompkins &
Cartney James

Donors as of May 31, 2009. We regret the omission of anyone who should be listed. Please contact us to correct our records.

Benjamin & Susan Uchitelle
Emily Ullman

Robin VerHage & Richard Abrams
Bill & Peggy Vickroy
Francis Vithayathil

Colleen Walsh

Emma & Nina Ware

David Weaver

Anne & Harry Weber

Edna Weinel

Jean Weiss

Stephen Weissman

Bruce & Ellen White

Dale & Mary Lou Whiteside
Jennifer Whitney

Julie Wiegand & Tom Griesedieck
Nancy Wight

John Wight

Miriam Wilhelm & Eric Friedman
Melissa Wilkins

Eugene & Evelyn Williams
Max Williams

Ray Williams

James Willock

Victoria Witte

Millie Wolff

Patricia & Michael Wolff
Peter Wollenberg

Tim Woodcock

Rafia Zafar & William Paul
Connie Ziegler

Letizia & Marco Ziniti

Ted & Lisa Zlotopolski
Bronwen Zwirner

in honor of...

Jane Aiken

Danny & Seena Kohl
Tim Norman

Kathy & Ted Petersen
Lana Pepper

Mr. & Mrs. John Ferring
Dorothy & Bill Mannix

Margo Garvin
Howard Brick & Deborah Schwartz

Bill Paul & Rafia Zafar
Patricia Prewitt

Georgia Shearer

Dale & Mary Lou Whiteside
Joseph Vithayathil

Francis Vithayathil
Dorothy Armbruster

Debbie & Jim Armbruster
Springboard to Learning and
Young Audiences of St. Louis

Mary Ellen Anderson
Danny Kohl

Patricia & Harry Leahey
Kathleen L. Farrar

Barbara Karkabi &

Michael Snyder
Gerry Kowarsky

Dr. & Mrs. Jay Liss
Mrs. Mary E. Callier

Judith A. Harmon
Barbara Baumgartner &
Beth Charlebois

Curtis Cassel & Bob Lehman
Harry Williams

Richard Kacenski & Gerry Rauch
Annette Blumner

Holly Blumner
David Weaver

Myra Grant

Pardee Memorial Hospital Fund
ASC-St. Louis Sisters & Staff

David Braun

in memory of...

Ellen Conant
Jane Bryan
Ginger Mangogna
Mark Mangogna




